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Overview 
This workshop explores a wide variety of careers and jobs that require creativity skills and allow 

for self-expression.  It discusses what these careers have in common, and groups them according 

to ‘career clusters’.  Participants will receive tips and resources to facilitate exploring potential 

creative careers.  

 

 

Learning Outcomes 
Participants will be able to: 

• Identify what factors to consider in making career choices 

• Identify the four types of jobs available 

• Identify the six career themes of Holland’s RAISEC codes and how they relate to creative 

careers 

• Recognize many different professions available for people who like self-expression 

• Identify industries or career clusters associated with creative professions 

• Use tips provided for determining which creative career is right for them 

• Discover tools for researching career interests 

• Learn what resources can help them navigate their options within the ‘creative 

professions’ 

 

Workshop Presenter 
 

Kathleen E. High, M.Ed., CCSP, FCD-I 

Kathleen E. High has been working as a college professor, counselor staff member at community 

colleges and universities since 1999. She as taught and counseled on academic, career and life 

success and transition topics for over 10 years. Also, as an independent consultant, “Your 

Dreams & Goals,” she offers a variety of services to help clients to find and achieve their dreams 

and goals. She started a support group for the unemployed at Anaheim Vineyard.   

 

In addition to her professional experience working with adults in transition, she also has personal 

experience dealing with transitions and the challenges they present:  After being laid off from a 

long-term clerical position in the business world, she went to back to school full-time to finish 

her degree. Her career transition from corporate “office jobs” to professor/counselor in higher 

education required much more education, experience, knowledge, time, effort, change and 

sacrifice then she originally expected. Through that journey, she found her life’s calling and has 

used her educational pursuits to find answers to questions people could not provide. Her career 

transition required her to make multiple job, housing, education, and relationship transitions 

during an 18-year period.  She uses her personal and professional experiences and specialized 

training to identify and address assist adults who are working their way through a variety of life 

transitions.   

 

She holds a Master’s in Education from Azusa Pacific University and additional graduate work 
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in School Counseling from Cal State San Bernardino, and Theology from Fuller Theological 

Seminary.  She received her Bachelor of Science from Cal Poly Pomona and her Associates of 

Arts from Rio Hondo Community College. She is also an instructor for the Facilitating Career 

Development program from National Career Development Association.  

 

Phases of Achieving Your Dream 

As you consider the idea of earning a living with your creative talents, it is important to 

understand that there is a process of finding and achieving your dream career: 

• Self Awareness 

• Options Exploration 

• Commitment to a Goal 

• Decision Implementation 

 

This is Workshop Focuses on Two Phases:  

• Phase 1:  Self Awareness 

• Phase 2: Options Exploration 
 

Phase 1:  Self Awareness 

Figuring out how to use your creativity starts with understanding yourself: 

• Who you are and what you want: 

• Personality 

• Talents 

• Strengths 

• Interests 

• Values 

• Skills and abilities 

• Work preferences 

• Artistic medium preferences (paint, dance, writing, wood working, photography, 

working with ideas, etc.) 

 

Traits of People in the Creative Professions 

What contributes to individuals who are attracted to creative careers? 

• Have active imaginations 

• Like to paint, draw or perform 

• Play an instrument or dance 

• Are independent and creative 

• Are comfortable expressing feelings 
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Skills Needed for People in the Creative Professions 

Many jobs in creative professions require the following skills? 

• Self-discipline 

• Time management and ability to meet deadlines 

• Academic skills (math, reading, writing) 

• Interpersonal, communication, critical thinking and decision-making skills 

 

Time to Reflect: 

 

1. What are Your Artistic Medium Preferences? ________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What Creative Attributes Listed Do You Possess? _____________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Which of the Skills Listed Do You Already Possess? ___________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phase 2: Options Exploration 

When Considering Your Options – 

 Remember, there are only four types of jobs: 

• Dream Job 

• Transition Job 

• Entry-Level Job 

• Survival Job (For a reason – for a season) 

•  

Time to Reflect 

What Kind of Artistic Job(s) Should You Consider Right Now? 

1. Survival Job ______________________ 

2. Entry-Level ______________________ 

3. Transition    ______________________ 

4. Dream Job   ______________________ 
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Now, lets explore some options 

Career Interests 
All Careers can fit into one or more of the following six general themes: (RAISEC) 

• R – Realistic 

• I – Investigative 

• A – Artistic !!!  

• S – Social  

• E – Enterprising 

• C – Conventional 

Creative careers will have an “Artistic” (Self-Expressive) element with some other theme 

combinations: 

• ASE 

• ASI 

• AIR 

• SAI 

• IAR 

• SAE 

‘Artistic’ Definition 

• People who have artistic, innovative, or creative abilities 

• Like to work in unstructured situations 

• Using their imagination or originality 

• Creative, expressive 

 

What If My Family Doesn’t Value My Artistic Talent? 

• Usually they are just pragmatic – 

•  They are worried that you won’t be able to earn a living as an ‘artist’, or ‘musician’ or 

‘actor’ 

• They tend to picture a ‘starving musician’, unemployed ‘actor’ or a painter on the street 

corner begging. 

• Help them understand that you CAN earn a living using artistic skills 

• Share with them the potential career opportunities on the following careers as listed 

below 
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Career Clusters 
Careers that are very similar are grouped into ‘career clusters’.  Most careers will be similar to 

other careers in that cluster. Some ‘creative’ career clusters include: 

 

o Arts, Media and Entertainment 

o Marketing and Sales 

o Fashion and Interior Design 

o Multi-Media 

o Hospitality, Travel & Tourism 

o Building Design & Construction  

o Business 

o Personal Services 

 

Where Jobs Are Found 

Following is a list of industries that often include creative careers.  As you browse this list, take 

the time to identify potential industries of interest for you. Remember, you are not committing to 

a specific career at this point. Right now, you are just exploring some potential options.  

 

o Art & Design 

o Museums/Libraries 

o Media 

o Entertainment 

o Travel & Tourism 

o Business 

o Retail 

o Education 

o Multimedia 

o Non-Profits, Human Services and Faith-Based Institutions 

o Funding Agencies 

o Personal Service 

o Building Design, Construction & Real Estate 

 

Art and Design 
Within the art and design industry, there are many options from which to consider. As you 

browse this list, take the time to identify potential occupations of interest for you. Remember, 

you are not committing to a specific career at this point. Right now, you are just exploring some 

potential options.  

 

o Advertising 

o Illustrator 

o Web Design 

o Photographer 

o Set Designer 

o Book Designer 

o Clothing Designer 
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o Textile Designer 

o Jewelry Designer 

o Floral Designer 

o Window Designer / Merchandise Display 

Entertainment / Mass Media 

Within the Entertainment/Mass Media industry, there are many options from which to consider. 

As you browse this list, take the time to identify potential occupations of interest for you. 

Remember, you are not committing to a specific career at this point. Right now, you are just 

exploring some potential options.  

o Art Directors 

o Fine Artists: 

o Music 

o Acting  

o Dancing 

o Painters/Illustrators/Sculptors 

o Photographers 

o Writers 

o Actors / Musicians / Dancers 

o Journalists / Writers / Authors 

o Editors 

o Makeup Artists 

o Set Designers 

o Costume Designers 

o Videographers/ Camera Operators 

o Sound Technicians 

o Lighting Technicians 

 

Museums, Theaters & Libraries 

Within the Museums, Theaters, and Libraries industry, there are many options from which to 

consider. As you browse this list, take the time to identify potential occupations of interest for 

you. Remember, you are not committing to a specific career at this point. Right now, you are just 

exploring some potential options.  

 

o Curators 

o Conservator 

o Docent 

o Archivist 

o Educator 

o Exhibit Designer 

o Graphic Designer 

o Librarian 

o Photographer 

o Public Relations 
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Fundraising Institutions 

Within the Fundraising Institutions industry, there are many options from which to consider. As 

you browse this list, take the time to identify potential industries of interest for you. Remember, 

you are not committing to a specific career at this point. Right now, you are just exploring some 

potential options.  

 

o Arts & Entertainment 

o Museums, Theaters and Libraries 

o Non-Profit Organizations 

o Education 

o Faith-Based Institutions 

 

Non-Profits, Human Services & Faith-Based Institutions 

Within the Non-profits, Human Services and Faith-based Institutions industries, there are many 

options from which to consider. As you browse this list, take the time to identify potential 

occupations of interest for you. Remember, you are not committing to a specific career at this 

point. Right now, you are just exploring some potential options.  

 

o Performing & Fine Arts (music, drama, painting, poetry, etc.) 

o Writing (newsletters, grant writing, advocacy, etc.) 

o Audio/Visual Technicians 

o Marketing & Public Relations 

o Graphic Design 

o Fundraising 

o Public Speaking 

o Event Planning 

 

Multi-Media 

Within the Multi-media industries, there are many options from which to consider. As you 

browse this list, take the time to identify potential occupations of interest for you. Remember, 

you are not committing to a specific career at this point. Right now, you are just exploring some 

potential options.  

 

o Librarian 

o Video Game Design 

o Game programmer 

o Animators 

o Web Designers 

o Social Media Experts 
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Building Design, Construction & Real Estate 

Within the Building Design, Construction and Real Estate industries, there are many options 

from which to consider. As you browse this list, take the time to identify potential occupations of 

interest for you. Remember, you are not committing to a specific career at this point. Right now, 

you are just exploring some potential options.  

 

o Urban & Regional Planners 

o Architect 

o Landscape Architect 

o Environmental Designer 

o Interior Designer 

o Interior Decorator 

o Furniture Designer 

o Textiles Designer 

o Color Consultant 

o Building Materials Specialists/Consultants:  

o Kitchens & Baths 

o Flooring Materials 

o Windows & Doors 

o Window Coverings 

o Architectural Drafter 

o Home Stager (real estate sales) 

 

Business 
Within the Business industry, there are many options from which to consider. As you browse this 

list, take the time to identify potential occupations of interest for you. Remember, you are not 

committing to a specific career at this point. Right now, you are just exploring some potential 

options.  

 

o Marketing/Advertising 

o Public Relations 

o Training & Development 

o Social Media 

o Graphic Design 

o Web Designer 

o Product/Packaging Design 

o Commercial Designer 

o Industrial Design 

o Design businesses (floral, fashion, textiles, architecture, etc.) 

o Retail (Selling art, beauty, fashion, jewelry, and home décor supplies) 
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Education 

Within the Education industry, there are many options from which to consider. As you browse 

this list, take the time to identify potential occupations of interest for you. Remember, you are 

not committing to a specific career at this point. Right now, you are just exploring some potential 

options.  

 

o Teachers (K-12 through college) 

o Art 

o Dance 

o Music 

o Theater 

o English Literature 

o Foreign Language Literature 

o Art School Director 

o Art History Instructor 

o Art Therapist 

o Stage, Theater, and Equipment Crew 

o Instructional Support Technician 
 

Hospitality 

Within the Hospitality industry, there are many options from which to consider. As you browse 

this list, take the time to identify potential occupations of interest for you. Remember, you are 

not committing to a specific career at this point. Right now, you are just exploring some potential 

options.  

o Event Planner 

o Florist 

o Chef 

o Baker 

o Wedding Planner 
 

Travel & Tourism 

Within the Travel and Tourism industry, there are many options from which to consider. As you 

browse this list, take the time to identify potential occupations of interest for you. Remember, 

you are not committing to a specific career at this point. Right now, you are just exploring some 

potential options.  

o Performing & Fine Arts (music, drama, painting, poetry, etc.) 

o Audio/Visual Technicians 

o Marketing & Public Relations 

o Costume Design 

o Set Design 

o Graphic Design 

o Public Speaking 

o Writing (newsletters, grant writing, etc.) 
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o Event Planning 
o Hospitality 
 

Travel/Tourism/Entertainment (Party Entertainers) 

Within the Travel/Tourism/Entertainment (Party Entertainers) industry, there are many options 

from which to consider. As you browse this list, take the time to identify potential occupations of 

interest for you. Remember, you are not committing to a specific career at this point. Right now, 

you are just exploring some potential options.  

o Face Painters 

o Character Actors 

o Balloon Twisters 
 

Personal Services 

Within the Personal Services industry, there are many options from which to consider. As you 

browse this list, take the time to identify potential occupations of interest for you. Remember, 

you are not committing to a specific career at this point. Right now, you are just exploring some 

potential options.  

 

o Hair Stylist 

o Cosmetologist 

o Nail Artist 

o Tattoo Artist 

o Art/Music Therapist 

o Personal Shopper 
 

Time to Reflect 

Do Any of the Jobs Presented Provide Some Realistic Options to Consider? Perhaps some could 

be considered survival jobs, and others entry-level, transition or dream jobs.  

 

1. Survival Job _____________________________________________________________ 

2. Entry-Level _____________________________________________________________ 

3. Transition   ______________________________________________________________ 

4. Dream Job  ______________________________________________________________ 
 

Which Artistic Career is Right for You? 
How do you narrow down your list? First remind yourself of what you learned in the self-

awareness phase about what kinds of jobs are a good fit for you. Then spend time  

 

• Research! Research! Research!  

• Read online information about that career.  

https://www.onetonline.org/explore/interests/Artistic/ 
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• Informational Interviews 

http://www.dreams-

goals.com/Documents/ResearchSkills/InformationalInterviews.pdf 

• Job Shadow 

• Compare to Self-Awareness Information 

• Listen to your “Inner Voice” 

• Where are your artistic talents? 

• What artistic mediums do you like and dislike? 

• Where is your passion? 

• Are you willing to get paid to create someone else’s ideas? 

• What price are you willing to pay to get to that dream job? 

 

Questions to Answer 

• What is the difference between “X” profession and “Y” profession? 

• What skills/knowledge/abilities do you need to do this job? 

• How much education is required? 

• What kind of people would you work with? 

• What are the good things about the job? 

• What are the bad things about the job? 

• Who would be willing to pay me to do this? 

• Why are they willing to part with their limited funds to pay me for my craft? 

• What are the current Labor Market Trend predictions for this career? 

• How is the changing world affecting this career? 

 

How Can You Prepare for a Creative Career? 
• Develop Your Artistic Skills 

• Expand your artistic abilities 

• Develop new artistic skills 

• Use your “self-care” time to practice your craft 

• Gain Experience 

• Practice, practice, practice, practice your craft 

• (Rote learning [repetition] – the best way to develop any skill) 

• Volunteer if you must! 

• Develop Your Portfolio 

• Showcase examples of your best work 

• Network 

• Networking is one of the best ways to get these jobs 

 

Still Need Help Deciding Which Artistic Career?   

Remember we are here to help you succeed! 

• Case Managers 

• Assessments 
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• Computerized resources to help you research your options 

• For-Hire Career Counselors Can Also Help 

• Print Resources  

• Help you research your options 

• Workshops 

• Job and Career Research Skills 

Assessments 

Assessments help you understand yourself better  

• Personality 

• Interests 

• Values 

• Skills 

 

Understanding yourself is the first step deciding what careers are right for you. They help with 

identifying and setting appropriate and realistic goals. For example, did you know that ased on 

personality, people may be attracted to different forms of creative expression?  

Some people may want to: 

• Modify an already existing idea to suit a new purpose or use 

• Build upon past successes sequentially 

• Create multidimensional strategic visions and goals to accomplish 

• Work with others synergistically to produce something greater than individually possible 

 

Computerized Resources 

Resources can help you research your career options: 

• Learn about Labor Market Trends, salary ranges, and similar jobs for the careers you are 

considering.  

• Use our career planning tools to help you set and track your education and career goals.   

• Take online assessments that can help you identify what to look for when evaluating 

potential creative careers. 

 

Workshops 

Several of our workshops can help you learn how to translate your artistic talents into a job or 

career: 

• One-Stop/WIOA Orientation (How to navigate resources) 

• Transferable Skills (Identifying how your artistic abilities can be used in a variety of jobs) 

• Networking Savvy: Making the most of your connections 

Resources to Help You Make Good Career Decisions 
Talk to a Career Counselor: 

• Are helping careers a good choice for me? 

• Which artistic career best reflects my interests? 

• How can I translate my passion into a way to earn a living? 

• I’m having difficulty narrowing down my options 
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Wrap Up 
There are many create career opportunities available that can be: 

1. Survival Job 

2. Entry-Level 

3. Transition 

4. Dream Job 

 

Explore and Research Your Options 

Listen to Your Inner Voice 

 

 

What is your inner voice saying right now? 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  



Career Opportunities for Creative People  – Your Dreams & Goals 

©2018 Kathleen E. High 16 Rev. Date:  8/15/19
  

 

References 

 

Carol, E. (2007). The Career Guide for Creative and Unconventional People (3rd Ed.). 

Berkeley: Ten Speed Press. 

Ferguson. (2008). Ferguson's Guide to Careers in Focus: Cosmetology (4th Ed.). New York: 

Ferguson. 

Bureau of Labor Statistics. (2015, June). Careers for creative people. Retrieved June 17, 2015, 

from Career Outlook: http://www.bls.gov/careeroutlook/2015/article/creative-careers.htm 

 

Balloon Twisting 

http://www.mindblowingballoons.com/ 

 

Google Images 

https://images.google.com/ 

 

Holland’s Codes (RIASEC) 

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holland_Codes 

 

Home Staging Careers 

 http://www.home-staging-career.com/homestagingjobs.html 

 

Occupational Outlook Handbook. 

 http://www.bls.gov/ooh/ 

 

O*Net 

http://www.onetonline.org/find/career?c=3&g=Go 

http://www.onetonline.org/find/career?c=2&g=Go 

http://www.onetonline.org/find/career?c=14&g=Go 

http://www.onetonline.org/find/career?c=10&g=Go 

 

Strong Interest Inventory 

https://www.themyersbriggs.com/en-US/Products-and-Services/Strong 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=laDqBeAP2nA 

 

Traits of People in Creative Careers 

https://www.occareercafe.com/explore/arts-media-and-entertainment/ 

 

http://www.mindblowingballoons.com/
https://images.google.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holland_Codes
http://www.home-staging-career.com/homestagingjobs.html
http://www.bls.gov/ooh/
http://www.onetonline.org/find/career?c=2&g=Go
http://www.onetonline.org/find/career?c=14&g=Go
http://www.onetonline.org/find/career?c=10&g=Go
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=laDqBeAP2nA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=laDqBeAP2nA

